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BES Forest Ecology Group 
 

@BESforests | www.facebook.com/groups/230507650325811 

Secretary: Alan G. Jones | ajones@earthwatch.org.uk 

  
Aims 

  

•      Create an international community of forest ecologists, within and 

beyond the BES 

 •      Stimulate discussion on all aspects of forest ecology, in biomes from 

boreal to tropical, including both natural and managed systems 

 •      Share news, best practice and findings among researchers, forestry 

professionals and policy-makers 

 •      Hold and facilitate meetings, workshops and symposia 

 

 

BES Agricultural Ecology Group 
 

@bes_aeg| www.facebook.com/groups/BESAeG/ 

Secretary: Barbara Smith | agricultural@britishecologicalsociety.org 

 

Aims 

  

•      To be a forum for exchange of information between people working in 

different areas of agriculture. 

•    To consider economic and ecological sustainability of current farming 

systems, using ecological theory to solve agricultural problems, and the 

implications of agricultural policies. 

•    To do this through: a) meetings, workshops, field visits, and mailing list; b) 

contact with other societies. 
 

 

Earthwatch Institute 
 

@earthwatch_org  

 

Since 1971, Earthwatch has supported world-class research based on our 

citizen science model. We build bridges between science and people and 

provide transformational educational opportunities to promote the 

understanding and action necessary for a sustainable environment.  

 

Earthwatch brings individuals from all walks of life together with world-class 

scientists to work for the good of the planet. 
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Oxford Centre for Tropical Forests 
 

www.tropicalforests.ox.ac.uk/www.tropicalforests.ox.ac.uk/index.html 

 

The Oxford Centre for Tropical Forests (OCTF) was established in 2008 with 

funding from the Oxford Martin School (formerly the James Martin 21st 

Century School). It is led by Professor Yadvinder Malhi, and incorporates a 

network of organisations, including charities, private businesses and public 

sector organisations, as well as various Oxford University research groups. 

 

Tropical forests are perhaps the greatest treasures of life on Earth, housing half 

of all biodiversity, much of which has yet to be observed or described. The 

OCTF brings together Oxford's vast intellectual capital and expertise on 

practical issues in this area, with the aim of fostering links between all those 

interested in the past, present and future of tropical forests. 

 

OCTF general membership includes all interested individuals and 

organizations available to attend OCTF events. Members currently include 

NGOs, private sector members, university members and public sector 

organizations, all in and around Oxford. 

 

 

A warm welcome to Rewilding in abandoned agricultural landscapes: 

opportunities and impacts! 

Abandonment of marginally productive land is taking place at an 

unprecedented scale worldwide. This rapid form of land-use change has 

uncertain implications for ecosystem services, including carbon storage and 

water regulation, nitrogen cycling and soil integrity. Rewilding has been 

identified as an conservation opportunity for abandoned agricultural land, 

but such initiatives may have uncertain outcomes for the biodiversity and 

cultural heritage of semi-natural landscapes, which often have an ancient 

human management legacy. 

 
If you have any questions, please get in touch with the meeting organiser:  

Alan Jones | ajones@earthwatch.org.uk | @alanjones_eCO2 

 

 

@BESForests  @bes_aeg  #BESrewildingoxford 

 

 

Gender balance: Every attempt has been made to address the need for 

equality in the speaker line-up. 
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9:45 – 10:30 Registration 

10:30 Jens-Christian Svenning: Trophic rewilding – background, 

link to agricultural abandonment and open questions 

10:55 Mariecia Fraser: Déjà vu: Changes in upland agricultural 

land use 

11:20 Henrique M. Pereira: Ecological rewilding: understanding 

what it means for biodiversity and people 

11:45 Frans Schepers: Rewilding in abandoned agricultural 

landscapes: Turning problems into opportunities 

12:10 Rene Van Der Wal: Rewilding Britain – the winning of hearts 

or minds? 

12:35 – 13:30 Lunch 

13:55 Sophie Wynne-Jones: Rewilding in Wales – Abandoning or 

Reimagining a Heartland? 

14:20 David Nogués-Bravo: Rewilding is the new Pandora's box in 

conservation 

14:45 Mick Green: The Welsh Uplands - death or resurrection?" 

15:10 Paul Jepson: Rewilding policy: between a rock and a hard 

place 

15:35 – 16:00  Coffee 

16:00 – 16:45  Rewilding discussion – Chaired by Paul Jepson 

16:45 – 17:45 Drinks reception 
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1. Trophic rewilding – background, link to agricultural abandonment 

and open questions 

Jens-Christian Svenning  

Section for Ecoinformatics & Biodiversity, Department of Bioscience, 

Aarhus University, Ny Munkegade 114, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark 

 

Trophic rewilding is an ecological restoration strategy that uses species 

introductions to restore top-down trophic interactions and associated trophic 

cascades to promote self-regulating biodiverse ecosystems1. Trophic 

rewilding is often focused on megafauna due to their large potential 

ecological impacts and the widespread, strong historical losses of 

megafauna in most regions around the world. It is receiving increasing 

interest across Europe, at least in part due to a particular relevancy due to 

widespread land abandonment. In this presentation, I will outline background 

for trophic rewilding in general and in a specific European context, 

integrating paleoecology and ecology, its relation to other forms of rewilding 

(notably passive rewilding or passive management), its particular potential 

and importance when coupled to land abandonment, as well as key 

research needs for developing the scientific basis for trophic rewilding.  

 
1http://bit.ly/rewildingPNAS. 

 

 

2. Is rewilding a relevant approach in nature management in Denmark? 

Indications from surveys of opinions and of conservation initiatives. 

Pil B M Pedersen 

Section for Ecoinformatics & Biodiversity, Department of Bioscience, 

Aarhus University, Ny Munkegade 114, DK-8000 Aarhus C, Denmark 

 

I will present results from a survey of rewilding initiatives in Denmark and from 

a questionnaire investigating the attitude towards rewilding including 

opportunities and risks based on answers from 300 respondents engaged in 

Danish nature management. Denmark currently holds the sad world record 

of having the highest proportion of intensive agricultural land use, this 

naturally leaves very limited space to nature. However, the last 70 years of 

agricultural intensification has also resulted in increasing areas of marginal 

soils (less profitable soils) being agriculturally abandoned. 

Results from the survey showed that rewilding-inspired projects have already 

been initiated in one-third of the Danish municipalities (more than 30 

municipalities). Results from the questionnaire showed that more than 80% of 

Cancelled 
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the respondents were in favour of implementing rewilding as a nature 

management tool while pointing towards "missing areas" as a major 

constraint for rewilding. Respondents also pointed towards extensive 

farmland (among other areas) as potential rewilding areas. Beaver was 

considered the most likely candidate for rewilding introductions in Denmark, 

and trophic level, nativeness and body mass seemed to explain which 

animal species were considered most relevant for rewilding.  

Based on the results of the survey and the questionnaire I will discuss potential 

rewilding areas in Denmark as well as the opportunities and risks of 

implementing rewilding as a strategy in nature management. 

 

 

2. Déjà vu: Changes in upland agricultural land use   

Mariecia Fraser, IBERS, Aberystwyth University, Wales, UK 

 

One challenge of forest research is the long life span of trees which makes 

most experiments inherently long-term studies. However, luckily trees in many 

forest ecosystems preserve a record of their past performance in the form of 

their annual growth rings. We are currently exploring the possibility of coring 

trees in Wytham to relate their past growth to the occurrence of tree diseases 

but many ecological questions could be tackled using a similar approach. I 

briefly present preliminary results from our recent work using this technique to 

examine the relationship between biomass production and tree species 

diversity, identity and composition in the experimental forest of the University 

of Brno in the Czech Republic. 

 

 

3. Ecological rewilding: understanding what it means for biodiversity 

and people 

Henrique M. Pereira, Institute of Biology, Martin Luther University Halle-

Wittenberg, Germany 

 

In this talk I will present ecological rewilding as a major land 

management approach for areas undergoing farmland 

abandonment. I will present a case study, Peneda-Geres National Park, 

where we have been carrying out research for over a decade. We 

have studied major land-use transitions over the last 50 years and how 

they have impacted biodiversity, ecosystem services and the people in 

the region. More recently we have been looking at the role of wild 
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herbivores and domestic livestock reared in an extensive regime on the 

management of ecological succession. I conclude with some thoughts 

on open research questions in rewilding. 

 

 

4. Rewilding in abandoned agricultural landscapes:  

Turning problems into opportunities 

Frans Schepers, Managing Director, Rewilding Europe 

 

Rewilding Europe is exploring new ways on how areas that suffer from 

land abandonment can be developed into new, nature-based 

economies that provide new perspectives and attract new forms of 

entrepreneurship. Apart from impacts in the rural areas themselves, 

land abandonment also means that more people live in urban areas, 

that attitudes of society towards nature and wildlife change, and that 

more and more people like to experience Europe’s natural landscapes 

and wildlife. An unlocked opportunity?  

 

Rewilding Europe is pioneering a number of innovative tools to help 

rural communities in its rewilding areas across Europe to make a 

transition towards a new nature-based economy. Such tools are 

Rewilding Europe Capital, the European Wildlife Bank and the 

European Safari Company. I will present some of the implications and 

opportunities that we see as a result of land abandonment in the areas 

we work. 

 

With Rewilding Europe in its role as a practitioner, I will share our 

approach, initial results, dilemma's and challenges in this field so far, 

and discuss magnification opportunities for our pioneering work. 

 

 

5. Rewilding Britain – the winning of hearts or minds? 

René Van Der Wal, The Institute of Biological and Environmental 

Sciences, University of Aberdeen, Scotland, UK 
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6. Rewilding in Wales – Abandoning or Reimagining a Heartland? 

Sophie Wynne-Jones, School of Environment, Natural Resources and 

Geography, Bangor University, Wales, UK 

 

 This paper addresses the development of rewilding in Wales over the 

last fifteen years to explore cultural and socio-economic tensions 

around the spectre of land abandonment associated with rewilding.  

The paper draws on interviews and ethnography conducted in 2005-8 

with NGO’s, government agencies and rewilding advocates in Wales, 

alongside observations and opinions draw from my more recent 

participation as a trustee of the Wales Wildland Foundation since 2013. 

Data presented will also include recent MSc theses focusing on visitor 

perceptions of rewilding in Mid-Wales and analysis of wider stakeholder 

discourses. 

 

Together these sources are used to show the development of 

advocate’s ideas over time, recent responses and modifications to 

initial aspirations, and the impasses that still exist to hamper the 

development of the rewilding agenda here. Most notably the paper 

centres on conflicts around the function and form of the Welsh 

landscape and the role there-in of farming as a mode of stewardship 

and husbandry. Within these debates discourses of tradition, 

indigeneity and cultural belonging are deployed and tentatively 

negotiated by opponents and advocates respectively. Fraught 

conceptualisations of nature are equally raised as critical issues to 

contend with.   

 

 

7. Rewilding is the new Pandora's box in conservation 

David Nogués-Bravo, Center for Macroecology, Evolution and Climate 

Natural History Museum of Denmark, University of Copenhagen, 

Denmark 

 

We are witnessing an accelating loss of species, functions and 

ecosystems services worldwide. Rewilding — the proposed restoration 

of ecosystems through the (re-)introduction of species — is seen by 

many as a way to stem the loss of biodiversity and the functions and 

services that biodiversity provides to humanity. In addition, rewilding 
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might lead to increased public engagement and enthusiasm for 

biodiversity. But what exactly is rewilding, and is it based on sound 

ecological understanding? Here, I show that there is a worrying lack of 

consensus about what rewilding is and what it isn’t, which jeopardizes a 

clearer account of rewilding’s aims, benefits and potential 

consequences. I will also point out that scientific support for the main 

ecological assumptions behind rewilding, such as top-down control of 

ecosystems, is limited. Moreover, ecological systems are dynamic and 

ever-evolving, which makes it challenging to predict the consequences 

of introducing novel species. I will also present examples of 

introductions or re-introductions that have failed, provoking 

unexpected negative consequences, and highlight that the control 

and extirpation of individuals of failed translocations has been shown to 

be extremely challenging and economically costly. Some of rewilding’s 

loudest proponents might argue that we are advocating doing nothing 

instead, but I am not; i am only advocating caution and an increased 

understanding and awareness of what is unknown about rewilding, and 

what its potential outputs, especially ecological consequences, might 

be. 

 

 

8. The Welsh Uplands - death or resurrection? 

Mick Green, Trustee, Rewilding Britain, 1st Floor, The Printworks, 139 

Clapham Road, London, UK 

 

 

9. Rewilding policy: between a rock and a hard place 

Paul Jepson, School of Geography and Environment, University of 

Oxford, UK 

 

Since November 2015, Frans Schepers (Rewilding Europe) and I have 

been engaging with EC policy professionals in an effort to create a 

more enabling policy environment for rewilding. In this presentation I will 

present seven emerging rewilding principles that consolidated through 

this process and reflect on two major policy challenges identified.  The 

first relates to the strongly ‘compositional’ character of EC nature 

policy, the perceived ‘policy risk’ associated with promoting a 

functional approach, and challenge that rewilding presents to 
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institutional mandates and the interface between ecological science 

and policy.  

 

The EC 15% ecosystem restoration target and proposal for a TEN-G 

(Trans European Green Network) are agenda where establishment 

conservation and rewilding can find common ground.  However, the 

second rewilding policy challenge relates to the constraints placed on 

rewilding practice by the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the 

dominant policy logic that the primary function of land is food 

production,  that agriculture should be the main recipient of public 

investment in rural lands and that agri-environment schemes should be 

delivered through the farm model.  I will suggest that Brexit and the UK’s 

withdrawal from CAP offers an opportunity to rethink this logic and 

suggest that, as ecologists, we need to argue for replacing agricultural 

policy with a land asset policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Mick mick@gn.apc.org 

Frazer Mariecia mdf@aber.ac.uk 

Jepson Paul paul.jepson@ouce.ox.ac.uk 

Miguel Pereira Henrique henrique.pereira@idiv.de 

Nogués-Bravo David dnogues@snm.ku.dk 

Schepers Frans frans.schepers@rewildingeurope.com 

Svenning Jens-Christian svenning@bios.au.dk 

Van Der Wal René r.vanderwal@abdn.ac.uk 

Wynne-Jones Sophie s.wynne-jones@bangor.ac.uk 
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